Outcomes from a therapeutic community for homeless addicted mothers and their children.
A women's therapeutic community (TC) designed to prevent homelessness was evaluated using a quasi-experimental process. Propensity analysis selected comparable experimental (E) and comparison (C) participants. Significant improvements were found for the E group at the domain level, both in "psychological" dysfunction on symptoms (e.g., depression), and in "health," including ratings of health and adherence to medication regimens. No significant difference was found at the domain level for "parenting" or "housing stabilization," but specific outcomes did differ. For example, a greater number of children resided with the E group mothers who also assumed financial responsibility for more of their children.